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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION – FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

This information is to be regarded as strictly confidential and is to be made available to authorized persons only.


ABOUT THE DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS OF READING-SECOND EDITION:

The Diagnostic Assessments of Reading-Second Edition (DAR) are individually administered tests of essential areas of reading and language.  They are suitable for administration to students of all ages who are functioning on reading levels that correspond approximately to kindergarten through the end of high school.

The DAR is comprised of nine tests:  Print Awareness, Phonological Awareness, Letters and Sounds, Word Recognition, Word Analysis, Oral Reading, Silent Reading Comprehension, Spelling, and Word Meaning.  

The DAR assesses students’ relative strengths in various areas of reading and language.  It assists in determining the areas of reading and language in which students need further instruction.  The DAR demonstrates what students already know about reading and the next steps they need for improvements.  


SUMMARY OF TEST RESULTS:

	Print Awareness     
	|_| Mastered
	[bookmark: Check2]|_| Not Mastered Yet
	[bookmark: Check3]|_| Not Administered


	
This subtest assesses the student’s prereading skills.  The print awareness score indicates whether the student understands that print conveys meaning and whether he/she knows how print is organized and read. Print Awareness in the DAR is designed to offer a quick, efficient way to assess whether students understand these basic concepts involved in using the printed word: where to begin reading in a book; what a word is/how a word differs from a letter; where to begin reading on a page and where a sentence ends (demonstrating understanding of directionality); and how to match a printed word to a spoken word.  For example, can the student locate print on a page, match print to speech, and demonstrate understanding of the directionality of reading? These basic understandings demonstrate a familiarity with print concepts that is a prerequisite for learning to read.  
	[bookmark: Text12]Comments:       




Phonological Awareness     

Phonological awareness involves phonic blending using auditory blending.  Phonological awareness provides students a foundation for learning phonics and thus for early reading.  This area assesses the following essential skills:  rhyming words, segmenting words, hearing initial and final consonant sounds, and auditory blending.

	Rhyming Words     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Rhyming Words subtest assesses a student’s ability to recognize words that rhyme.  The student must be able to understand that rhyming words sound the same at the end.  The student must be able to identify if the ending sounds of the words are the same or different.

	Segmenting Words     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Segmenting Words subtest assesses a student’s ability to break down words into parts or syllables.  This subtest contains one to three syllable words.

	Hearing Initial Consonant Sounds
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Hearing Initial Consonant Sounds subtest assesses the student’s ability to identify the beginning sound of a word.

	Hearing Final Consonant Sounds
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Hearing Final Consonant Sounds subtest assesses the student’s ability to identify the sound heard at the end of a word.

	Auditory Blending     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Auditory Blending subtest assesses a student’s ability to blend letter sounds together to make a word.

	Comments:       







Letters and Sounds  
   
The ability to name letters remains an important reading skill. This area involves the following subtests: Naming Capital Letters, Naming Lowercase Letters, Matching Letters, Matching Words, and Writing Words.  This assesses the student’s ability to produce letters and to use letters to represent sounds through consonant substitutions.  This subtest analyzes a student’s knowledge of letter-sound correspondences (the alphabetic principle).

	Naming Capital Letters
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



	Naming Lowercase Letters
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



	Matching Letters     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



	Matching Words     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



	Writing Words     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



	[bookmark: Text14] Comments:       




Word Analysis     

The Word Analysis test includes the following subtests:  Consonant Sounds, Consonant Blends, Short Vowel Sounds, Rule of Silent E, Vowel Digraphs, Diphthongs, Vowels with R, Two-Syllable Words, and Polysyllabic Words.  While the first subtest, Consonant Sounds, is appropriate for the earliest grades and for nonreaders, the tests on Two-Syllable Words and Polysyllabic Words are more appropriate at grades 2 and 3 and for any reader having difficulty in the area of syllabication. Polysyllabic Words in particular can be helpful in assessing students’ ability to apply their knowledge of syllables and syllable division as well as phonics.

	Consonant Sounds     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Consonant Sounds subtest assesses whether a student can identify consonant letters and recognize corresponding sounds at the beginning of words.  By using consonant substitutions, the subtest assesses whether a student can use knowledge of consonant letters and sounds to read rhyming words with familiar consonant letters and a known word family. 

	Consonant Blends     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



Students who have learned the sounds of the consonant letters and some vowel sounds should be able to read words using consonant blends.  This Consonant Blends subtest assesses whether a student is able to read a group of consonants that appear together in a word without any vowels between them. When reading consonant blends, each letter within the cluster is pronounced individually.

	Short Vowel Sounds     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Short Vowel Sounds subtest assesses the student’s ability to identify the short sound of the vowel as well as the student’s ability to blend the sounds and read words with the short vowel sound.  

	Rule of Silent E     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Rule of Silent E subtest assesses the students understanding of long vowels with the rule of the silent e.  It assesses whether the student can read words correctly by recognizing that the e at the end of the word causes the short vowel sound in the middle to change to a long vowel sound.

	Vowel Digraphs     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Vowel Digraphs subtest assesses the student’s ability to understand the long vowel letter pattern in words with vowel digraphs.  It assesses whether a student can correctly read a word that contains two vowels that follow each other.  The first vowel has a long sound and the second vowel is silent.

	Diphthongs     
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Diphthongs subtest assesses the student’s ability to correctly read words that contain four common diphthongs: ou, ow, oi, and oy.  Words that contain these diphthongs make a sound that is entirely different from the sound each vowel usually makes.  

	Vowels with R    
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Vowels with R subtest assesses a student’s ability to identify how the r changes the sound of a vowel.  A vowel that has an r after it doesn’t have a long or short vowel sound.

	Two-Syllable Words    
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Two-Syllable Words subtest assesses a student’s ability to divide and read two-syllable words.  It assesses whether a student understands that when words divide between consonants when two or more consonant letters occur in the middle of a word; the first vowel is short.  When there is one consonant letter between two vowels, the word divides after the first vowel, which is usually long.  When the long sound is incorrect, the word is divided after the consonant and the first vowel sound is short.  The “silent e” syllable has a long vowel sound.  The syllable division occurs before the “silent e” syllable.

	Polysyllabic Words    
	|_| Mastered
	|_| Not Mastered Yet
	|_| Not Administered



The Polysyllabic Words subtest assesses a student’s ability to read longer words by breaking words into syllables and recognizing affixes.  

	Comments:       





	Word Recognition     
	DAR Level:
	     
	|_|  Not Administered



This subtest assesses the student’s ability to read words of increasing difficulty.

	Comments:       





	Oral Reading (Accuracy)     
	DAR Level:
	     
	|_|  Not Administered



	Oral Reading (Fluency)     
	DAR Level:
	     
	|_|  Not Administered



The Oral Reading Subtest assesses a student’s basic reading skills as well as his/her fluency (automaticity in word recognition), knowledge of word meanings, language, and comprehension.

	Comments:       





	Silent Reading Comprehension     
	DAR Level:
	     
	|_|  Not Administered



The Silent Reading Comprehension score is dependent upon basic word recognition and analysis, as well as upon background knowledge, language, and cognitive development.  This subtest assesses a student’s ability to demonstrate an understanding of a simple, short passage.

	Comments:       




	Spelling     
	DAR Level:
	     
	|_|  Not Administered



The Spelling subtest assesses a student’s knowledge of letter-sound correspondences.

	Comments:       




	Word Meaning     
	DAR Level:
	     
	|_|  Not Administered



Word Meaning is an oral vocabulary test.  This score may be used as an estimate of language and cognitive abilities, not based on reading achievement.  

	Comments:       





STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES INDICATED BY THE DAR:
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RECOMMENDATIONS:
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